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XXIV.—Notes on Birds from British Guiana. Part II.* 
By Oszert SarviN, and F. DuCane Gopman, FF.R.S. 


(Plate IX.) 


As was stated in our last notice of Mr. Henry Whitely’s 
collections from British Guiana, that enterprising explorer 
proceeded to the Roraima Mountains, and remained there 
during the autumn of the year 1881 and the early part of 
1882. He then returned to Georgetown, and brought home 
with him the results of his expedition 


a collection containing 
examples of upwards of 280 species of birds. During his stay 
at the foot of the Roraima Mountains and in their vicinity 
Mr. Whitely ascended to an elevation of about 5000 fect, a 
height still short of that attained by Schomburgk, who reached 
7000 feet above the sea. Some of the birds of this higher 
zone have thus escaped Mr. Whitely’s observation, and a few 
species, such as Diglossa major, Setophaga castaneocapilla, 
Buarremon personatus, and Campylopterus hyperythrus avc 
still unrepresented in any Siuseum but that of Berlin, where 
Schomburg!’s collection remains. 

Mr. Whitely's researches have nevertheless produced a 
rich harvest, not only of novelties, but a!so of rarities hitherto 
but little known. Amongst the latter we may name Gra- 
natellus pelzelni, Tachyphonus pheniceus, Ageleus imthurni, 
Pipra cornuta, Neopipo cinnamomea, Dendrocincla longicauda, 
Neomorphus rufipennis, Conurus egregius, &e. Many of the 
remaining species are of equal interest, as extending our 
knowledge of their geographical distribution. 

These we must treat of on a future occasion; suffice it to 
say that since Mr. Whitcly began to work in British Guiana 
he has sent us skins of nearly 100 species of birds—a number 
approaching that obtained by Schomburgk during his well- 
known expedition. 

Mr. Whitely has again returned to his old collecting- 
ground near the Roraima Mountains; and we hope still to 
receive from him additional collections, which may serve yet 
more to develop our knowledge of this interesting country. 


* For Part I. see Ibis, 1882, pp. 76-84. 
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The following notes relate to the new and more remark- 
able species of Mr. Whitely's last collection :— 


' MicnRocERCULUS UsTULATUS, sp.n. (Plate IX. fig. 2.) 

Cinnamomeo-brunneus fere unicolor, gutture toto dilutiore ; 
alis extus et cauda lineis obsoletis fuscis transfascia- 
tis; rostro nigricante, mandibule basi albicante: long. 
tota 4'4, ale 2:35, caude 1'3, rostri a rictu 0°35, tarsi 
9:05. 

Hab. Roraima, Guiana Brit. (H. Whitely). 

Mes. nostr. et P. L. S. 

Mr. Whitely obtained three specimens of this distinct 
species, which has no near allies. It is distinguished by its 
rich cinnamon-brown plumage, which is almost destitute of 
markings, faint dark cross bars on the wing and tail being 
all that can be traced. 


~} CisTOTHORUS ALTICOLA, Sp. n. 

Supra brunneus, pileo immaculato, interscapulio nigricante 
plumis singulis medialiter linea albida notatis, alis et 
cauda frequenter sed irregulariter nigro transfasciatis ; 
subtus albidus, pectoris lateribus, hypochondriis et crisso 
brunneis; rostro et pedibus corylinis, illius mandibula 
albicante: long. tota 4-l, alee 1:75, caudæ 1:7, rostri a 
rictu 0:55, tarsi 0°65. 

Hab. Roraima, Guiana Brit. (H. Whitely). 

Mus. nostr. à 

Obs. B. brunneicipiti similis, sed statura minore, colore 
minus rufescente, fasciis alarum frequentioribus ct fasciis 
caudæ irregulariter disjunctis distinguendus. 

Though belonging to the same section of the genus Cisto- 
thorus as C. brunneiceps (Salv. Ibis, 1881, p. 129, t. 3. f. 1), 
this species presents several differences, which render it casily 
recognizable on comparison. Like C. brunneiceps, the head is 
uniform brown, without stripes of any kind ; but the colour 
is rather duller in tint; beneath C. alticola is whiter, and the 
flanks are also less rufous in colour. The differences of the 
markings of the wings and tail alluded to above are strong 
characteristics, 


Mr. Whitely has sent us several specimens of this species, 
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all agreeing closely with one another. They were obtained 
at Roraima in November and December 1881. 


HYLOPHILUS SCLATERI, Sp. n. 


Supra olivaceo-viridis, pileo cinereo, fronte anguste ct loris 
rufescentibus; subtus ochraceo-albidus, pectore ochraceo, 
subalaribus flavis, crisso sordide albo; remigibus fuscis 
extus griseo limbatis, rectricibus fuscis: rostri maxilla 
cornea, mandibula dilutiore ; pedibus pallidis: long. tota 
4'5, ale 2°35, caudze 2°05, rostri a rictu 0:6, tarsi 0°75. 

9 mari omnino similis. 

Hab. Roraima, Guiana Brit. (H. Whitely). 

Mus. nostr. et H. von Berlepsch. 

Obs. H.muscicapino similis, sed rostro breviusculo, loris nec 
superciliis rufescentibus, pectore ochraceo, remigum margi- 
nibus cinereis nec olivaceis, et cauda fusca nec olivacea dis- 
tinguendus. 

Our friend H. von Berlepsch, writing of this bird, of which 
he obtained a specimen from Whitely's collection, suggested 
the name which we gladly adopt in recognition of Mr. Sclater’s 
useful monograph of this intricate genus (Ibis, 1881, p. 293 
et seqq.). The bird itself is evidently allied to H. muscicapinus, 
but differs in many small characters. 


-[--PxRANGA HEMALEA, Sp. n. 


Phenicosoma azare, Cab. in Schomb. Reise n. Guiana, iii. 

p. 668? 

Saturate sanguinco-testacea, subtus gula et abdomine medio 
multo pallidioribus, pectore fere dorso concolori; alis et 
cauda nigricantibus extus colore testacco limbatis; rostro 
corneo, dente maxillari medio distincto, pedibus fuscis : 
long. tota 7:0, ale 3'7, caudæ 9'1, rostri a rictu 0:9, 
tarsi 0'8. 

9 olivacea, subtus flavidior; gula et abdomine medio flavi- 
cantibus. 

Hab. Roraima, Guiana Brit. (H. Whitely.) 

Mus. nostr. 

Obs. P. azare et P. testacece affinis, sed ab ambabus colore 
dorsi maris saturatius sanguineo-testaceo et gula et abdomine 
medio multo pallidioribus diversa. 
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This Pyranga seems sufficiently distinct from either of the 
above-named species to justify its separation. The chief cha- 
racter is the paler red throat and abdomen in contrast to 


the dark chest and flanks. 
Mr. Whitely's specimens were obtained in January 1882. 


—.OxYRHAMPHUS HYPOGLAUCUS, Sp. n. 

Supra viridis, crista coccinea utrinque nigro variegata, alis et 
cauda nigricantibus extus viridi limbatis, tectricibus 
alarum minoribus flavido terminatis, secundariis quoque 
internis flavido extus marginatis ; subtus albus, undique 
nigro maculatus, hypochondrüs et crisso vix viridi la- 
vatis; rostri maxilla cornea, mandibula albicante; pe- 
dibus fuscis: long. tota 6:8, alie 9:6, caudze 2/5, rostri a 
rictu 0°85, tarsi 0:85. 

9 mari similis. 

Hab. Roraima et Merume Mts., Guiana Brit. (H. Whitely). 

Mes. nostreet P. L. S. 

Obs. O. flammicipiti et O. fratri similis, sed corpore subtus 
albo nigro guttato distinguendus. 

This species seems to be distinct from both O. flammiceps 
of Brazil and O. frater of Central America, the under surface 
being nearly pure white spotted with black; in the allied 
birds this part is pale green with black spots. In the mark- 
ings of the wing-coverts it is somewhat intermediate between 
the other species, the coverts being spotted, though not so 
clearly as in O. frater ; the inner secondaries, too, have a yel- 
lowish outer margin. - 

In the male bird the outer primary has the barbs pointed 
and recurved, so that the edge of this feather 1s strongly ser- 
rated. Both the allied species have this feature; but it seems 
carried to greater development in O. hypoglaucus than in 
either of the others. The shape of each hook is somewhat 
similar to that which is found in the genus Stelgidopterya. 


.-TYRANNISCUS ACER, Sp. n. 

Supra olivaceus, capite summo et fronte cinereis ; alis et cauda 
nigricantibus, illarum tectricibus ct secundariis flavo an- 
guste limbatis, hae olivaceo marginata; subtus gutture 
albicante, abdomine toto pallide flavido-olivaceo ; sub- 
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alaribus et campterio alari flavis; rostro et pedibus nigris : 
long. tota 4-0, ale 1:9, caudæ 1'8, rostri a rictu 0:45. 
tarsi 0*6. 
Hab. Bartica Grove et Camacusa, Guiana Brit. (H.IWhitely). 
Mius. nostr. et P. L. S. 
Obs. T. vilissimo affinis, sed abdomine flavido et fronte 
cinerea distinguendus; a T. improbo fronte cinerea diversus. 
This is a species belonging to the same section of the genus 
as T. vilissimus, having the wing-coverts and primaries edged 
with olive-yellow, but differing from that species and from 
T. improbus in the grey of the head extending to the base 
of the beak. 
Mr. Whitely obtained many specimens, all of which agree 
closely with one another. 


— MYIOBIUS RORAIMA, Sp. n. 


d. Supra brunneus, cervice postica et fronte vix olivaceo 
lavatis, crista celata læte rufa; alis et cauda nigrican- 
tibus, remigum marginibus et alarum tectricum apicibus 
lete cinnamomeis ; subtus flavicanti-albidus, cervicis 
lateribus, pectore et hypochondriis olivacco-fuscis, alis 
intus cinnamomeis; rostri maxilla fusca, mandibula fla- 
vieante: long. tota 5-4, alze 277, caudæ 2/7, rostri a rictu 
OZ tarsi 0:75. 

Hab. Roraima, Guiana Brit. (H. Whitely). 

Mus. nostr. et H. von Berlepsch. 

Obs. M. flavicanti proximus, sed colore corporis supra 
brunneo nec olivaceo et alis einnamomeo limbatis primo visu 
distinguendus. 

The wings of this species are marked not unlike those of 
M. cinnamomeus; but as the rump is coloured like the back, 
its nearest ally is probably M. flavicans. 

Mr. Whitely obtained three specimens of this species, one 
of which is in the collection of Count Haus v. Berlepsch. 


MYIARCHUS PHJEONOTUS, Sp. n. 


Supra nigricans capite summo vix saturatiore, alis ct cauda 
concoloribus, tectricibus alarum et secundariis fusco mar- 
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ginatis; subtus gutture toto pallide grisco, abdomine 
pallidissime flavo; rostro ct pedibus nigris: long. tota 6:5, 
alee 9:5, caudæ 3° 5, rostri a rictu 0:9, tarsi 0°7. 

9 mari omnino similis. 

Hab. Merume Mountains, Guiana Brit. (H. Whitely). 

Mus. nostr. et P. L. S. 

Obs. M. apicali haud dissimilis quoad corporis colores, sed 
caudie parte apicali albida carens. 

Several specimens of this species were obtained by Mr. 
Whitely in the Merume Mountains. It belongs to the same 
section of the genus as M. tyrannulus, in which the tail is 
without any rufous edging; but the dark colour of the back 
renders it easy to be recognized. From M. apicalis it differs 
in wanting the light apex to the tail. 


PIPRA VIRESCENS, Pelz. 

We are indebted to Count v. Berlepsch for drawing our 
attention to the bird described by Sclater and Salvin as Ty- 
ranneutes brachyurus, and for the suggestion that it might 
prove to be Pipra virescens of Pelzeln. On reexamining our 
specimens we find that this surmise is quite correct. In 
Mr. Sclater’s and our own collections are four specimens of 
Pipra virescens, one of them a type from the Vicnna Museum, 
and the others obtained by Mr. E. Bartlett on the Upper 
Amazons. None of these specimens have any traces of the 
yellow vertex; so we must presume that they are all imma- 
ture. Mr. Whitely’s examples of Tyranneutes brachyurus 
are marked as of both sexes, but all liave the ycllow vertical 
spot. As they do not differ in any other way from our spe- 
cimens of Pipra virescens, we conclude that the possession of 
` this yellow vertical spot is a mark of maturity, and that those 
birds in which it is absent are still immature. Anyhow we 
have no hesitation in placing Tyranneutes brachyurus as a 
synonym of Pipra virescens. 


PacHYRHAMPHUS GRISEIGULARIS, Sp. n. 


d adhuc ignotus. 
9 . Supra olivaceus, capite summo paulo obscuriore; alis fusco- 
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nigris, secundariis internis olivaceo marginatis, tectri- 
cibus omnibus lete cinnamomeis; subtus griseus albo 
striatus, ventre medio et crisso albis, hypochondriis 
viridi lavatis ; rostri maxilla corylina, mandibula albida ; 
pedibus pallidis: long. tota 5*6, alee 3, caudee 2:3, rostri 
a rictu 0'8, tarsi 0'8. 

Hab. Roraima, Guiana Brit. (H. Whitely). 

Mus. nostr. 

Obs. Species P. viridi quoad alarum tectricum colorem 
castaneum affinis, sed valde distincta. 

Unfortunately Mr. Whitely obtained only a single female 
specimen of this obviously distinct species, which seems to 
be allied to the Brazilian P. viridis; for, besides the upper 
surface being olive, as in that bird, the wing-coverts are cin- 
namon, as in the female of Bahia specimens of P. viridis. 
P. griseigularis, however, may at once be distinguished by its 
grey throat and breast, the latter in P. viridis being yellow, 
and by the absence of the grey collar which separates the 
olive head from the back in the Brazilian bird. Judging 
from analogy, the male will prove to have the top of the head 
black and the wing-coverts olive, like the back. 


: ATTILA SPODIOSTETHUS, Sp. n. 


Supra cinereus, dorso olivaceo tincto, uropygio citrino-flavo, 
alis: fuscis tectricibus sordide grisco notatis, subalaribus 
citrinis ; cauda rufescente; subtus gutture toto griseo, 
plumis singulis albo marginatis, abdomine medio et 
crisso albis, hoc flavido induto ; rostro ct pedibus obscure 
corylinis: long. tota 6:5, ale 3:5, caud:x 2:8, rostri a 
rictu 1:1, tarsi 0°9. 

9 mari similis, sed minor ct coloribus corporis subtus grise- 
scentioribus, crisso pure albo. 

Hab. Bartica Grove, Guiana Brit. (H. Whitely). 

Mus. nostr. 

The bird here deseribed differs from every species with 
which we are acquainted in having a grey head and grey 
breast and throat, rendering it more distinct at first sight 
than many acknowledged species. 
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Mr. Whitely sent us a pair of this species, and also a single 
example of A. uropygialis (Cab. in Schomb. Reise n. Guiana, 
iii. p. 686) , which we also believe to be a distinct species. Along 
with these are'several specimens of a third species, which so 
much resembles A. sclateri that we hesitate to separate it. 

In Guiana, too, A. spadiceus (Gm.) is found, and also A. 
thamnophiloides (Cab. in Schomb. Guiana, iii. p. 686) ; so that 
in this region we find no less than five species of Aftila, 
all more or less distinct ! 


DENDROCOLAPTES PLAGOSUS, Sp. n. 


Supra brunnescens, uropygio, alis et cauda rufescentibus; pileo 
et cervice postica cervino striatis ; interscapulio indistinete 
nigro transvittato; subtus gula cervina plumis singulis 
fusco bimaculatis ct fusco terminatis, pectoris summi 
plumis fuscis medialiter isabellinis utrinque nigro mar- 
ginatis ; abdomine toto pallide fusco et nigro regulariter 
transfasciato ; rostro nigricante; pedibus plumbeis : 
long. tota 10:8, ale 5:4, caudz 4°6, rostri a rictu 1'8, 
tarsi 1:1. 

Hab. Camacusa, Guiana Brit. (H. Whitely). 

Mus. nostr. 

Obs. D. valido affinis, sed interscapulio fuscescentiore et 
nigro iudistincte transfasciato, striis quoque capitis angusti- 
oribus, subtus abdominis fasciis totis integris nec disjunctis 
distinguendus. 

This bird is probably the representative in Guiana of the 
Andean D. validus (Tsch.), but seems sufficiently distinct for 
recognition. Mr. Whitely obtained two specimens of it, a 
male and a female, both at Camacusa. 


L2 


~|_DENDRORNIS POLYSTICTA, Sp. n. 

Supra brunnea, capite summo nigricante, uropygio, alis et 
cauda ferrugineis; capite summo, cervice et interscapulio 
cervino guttatis, guttis singulis nigro marginatis; sub- 
tus gutture cervino, pectore et abdomine toto brunne- 
scentibus, illo guttis cervinis nigro marginatis notato ; 
rostri maxilla nigricante, mandibula interdum nigri- 
cante interdum ad basin flavicante; pedibus corylinis: 
long. tota 8'5, ale 4'0, caude 4-0, rostri a rictu 1'5, 
tarsi 0-9. 
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Hab. Bartica Grove, Guiana Brit. (H. Whitely). 

Mus. nostr. 

Obs. D. lacrymose affinis, sed guttis supra et subtus mino- 
ribus, abdomine imo fere immaculato, et tectricibus 
alarum brunneis diversa. 

We have been unable to find a description of this species, 
which differs from its allies in having strongly marked spots 
both above and below, and for the most part a black bill. 
D. lacrymosa seems to be the most nearly related to it; but 
in this bird the spots are both larger and more extensively 
diffused. 


"I DysiTHAMNUS SPODIONOTUS, Sp. n. 
Supra schistaceus unicolor, alis extus vix olivaceo limbatis, 
-  teetrieibus alarum albo anguste terminatis ; subtus albus, 
yectore et corporis lateribus schistaccis, ‘hy pochondriis 
imis fuscescentibus ; rostri maxilla nigricante, mandibula 
plumbea ad pasin albida: long. tota m 5j alic 2° 'D, caudze 

1:8, rostri a rictu 0'8, tarsi 0'8. 
9 brunnescens, e capite summo et alis extus rufescentioribus, 
subtus alba, pectore hy padhioutlviit et crisso cinmamomeis. 

Hab. Roraima, Guiana Brit. (H. Whitely). 


Mus. nostr. 

Obs. D. semicinereo affinis, sed dorso pure schistaceo 
et abdomine meko albo nee flavo tincto distinguendus ; 
feminæ quoque colore supra saturate cinnamomco-brunneo 
diversus. 

A close ally of D. semicinereus, but differing constantly in 
the above characters. 


:BnoroGERYs PANYCHLORUS, sp.n. (Plate IX. fig. 1.) 
Viridis, subtus dilutior, regione parotica flava, loris ct mento 
flavido indutis, alis nigricantibus extus dorso concolo- 
ribus; cauda subawa brevi, rectricibus omnibus acutis; 
rostri maxilla pallide corylina, mandibula flavicante : 
long. tota 5°5, ale 9'7, caudæ rectr. med. 1°85, rectr. 
lat. 1:5, tarsi 0'4. 
9 mari omnino similis. 
Hab. Roraima, Guiana Brit. (H. Whitely). 
Mus. nostr. P. L. S. et H. v Berlepsch. 
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This little Parrot is hardly larger than the members of the 
genus Psittacula, females of which it at first sight resembles. 
The nostril, however, is placed in the middle of a distinct 
cere, showing its relationship to Brotogerys. 

Mr. Whitely obtained several specimens of this bird, which 
have passed into the hands of ourselves, Mr. Sclater, and 
Count H. v. Berlepsch ; and we all, I believe, agree iu con- 
sidering it undescribed. l 


COLUMBA RUFINA. 

The examination of a young bird of this species from Bar- 
tica Grove suggests to us that Mr. Lawrence's Melopelia plum- 
bescens (Ibis, 1880, p. 238) may be C. rufine in its first plu- 
mage. There are some discrepancies between our bird and 
Mr. Lawrence’s description, chiefly as regards the colony of 
the top of the head, which has a rufous tinge in our speci- 
men, instead of being whitish ash. As this inay arise from 
our skin being that of a rather younger bird than Mr. Law- 
rence’s type, and as in other respects the two agree very 
closely, we are strongly of opinion that Melopelia plumbescens 
must be placed as a synonym of Columba rufina. 


a 


XXV .— Notices of recent Ornithological Publications. 
(Continued from p. 118.) 
49. Blasius and Nehrkorn on Birds from Amboina. 


(Dr. Platen's ornithologische Sammlungen aus Amboina, verzeichnet 
und besprochen von Wilh. Blasius und Ad. Nehrkorn. Verh. der K. k, 
zool.-bot. Gesell. Wien, 1882, p. 411. 

Dr. Platen's Amboina collections made in 1881 and 1882 
contained 138 skins, referable to 43 species, of which an 
account is here given. Three species (Myzomela boiei, Ar- 
detta flavicollis, and Sterna nigra) are new to the Amboinan 
avifauna. The nests and eges of many species are described. 
Tanysiptera dea bores its holes in ants’ nests which are placed 
in the trees, and deposits two shining white eggs. 


